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A‘ DRAFT FOR
A DECLARATION OF CULTURAL HUMAN RIGHTS

PART I: THE FOUNDATIONS

in crder to advance the struggle for those political and emnamic rights recoanized by gl pﬁaﬁzafa i
pursuit of a democratic, just and peaceful word,

In order to make that world manifest through the perpetuation and unfetiered expression of creativity
from all our psoples and culturas Ih a common weaith of wisdom, vision, knowledra, and means;

in order to supplant passivity with' creative action, desecration with beauty, waste with husbandry,
afienation with community, exploitation with cooperative harmony, and cultural chauvinism with appreciation
and respect for human diversity, _

In order 10 securs ouwr vary existance as we preserve and nurture the living planst that sustains us,
WE DECLARE AND NOW ACT TO GUARANTEE THE CLILTURAL RIGHTS OF ALLPEQPLES.

Armong these rlghts are:
Participation

Ali peopla—as groups, communities, of Individusls — possess the vight o particlpaie in the creaticr!
of their own cultures. All people must be guaranteed the right of access to thelr own and othars’ cultural
heritages. Culture is used here i the broadest sense, as the sothe fubric of tife, which would nclude social
traditions, refigious belief and practice, values, ethics, ideclogies, materlal and technologlcal possessions,
written and oral histories—and all the arts. The greation of cultural expression should 0e a social process
opento all it must not be abridged sociatly, economically, or educationally by another or a dominant culture.
The means of production, distribution and communication cannot justly be menﬁpelized hy any glite.

Community and Place

- A maior part of cultural expression is the traditional and the Innovative Interpiay between paople and

their environment or place. Each environment is a unique patiarn of animais, plants, solls, climate, terrain,
and other natural resources, as well as human technology, history, and susrounding communities —iooal,
national, and International.

The suppression or destruction of cullural expression - like the viclation of the natural, economic,
social, or poiitical rights of any commumty«-»u;:sats the delicate balance between peopls and placs and can
push a culture toward extinction.

Therefore, everyone has a right to communﬁty and place. Forced remaval from cammunﬁy ot ;:53
inss of control over iis resources, and the destruction, aiteration, and pollution of place by the capﬂcsozsa,
careless, self-serving, or hostile actiors of aning elite org !oreign power viglates that right.

Language

A culture's visual and varbal languags is its most profnund and vital means of expression. i enables
people to name and define the world they experiene or create. It embodies the history, values, orientation,
and traditions of a people and provides a critical means to express ideas and organize action in the face of
present and future challeinges.

Language evolves as people interact with each other, with their environment, and with sther cuitural
groups, Language binds people together and, as such, is a crucial instrument of survival. Therafore the

~expression of a people’s language must never be denied or discouraged by another or dominant culture.

Cultural Exchange

Each culture discovers truths, gains perspectives, produces gouds and teshnology, o creates
universally powerful imagery simultaneously unigue to that culture and potentially valuable 1o others,

The peaceful resoiution of alt conflict is facilitated by mutual understanding and communication. The
growing technical and economic Interdepandence of the. world's peoples and the need to bear mutua!
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responsibility for global problems and to share Insights and sofutions require continuous and complex
exchanges of information.

Therefore all peoples are entitled to Interaction with poople like and uniike themselves, 1o the
knowledge, beauty, and rescurces freely shared by cultures other than their own.

Redress of Cultural Grievances and Confligts

All communities of people havs the right to a formai means of local, national, and internations! redress
of grlevances and conflicts. Such redress must be offered within a framework of jurlsprudence built upon
principles of cuitural as well as political and economic human Hghts,

PART il: PREPARATION FOR ACTION

A precondition of a just and peaceful world Is a climate In which aif peopie, as groups, sammunities,
or as indlviduals can assert with pride their own cultures and actively respect the cultures of others.

Above, In THE FOUNDATIONS, wa have articuated fundamental human cultural rights to which all
people are entitted. We have done so in the knowiedge that our multicultural life and expression is unduly
determined by a pmfiivdirected elite. The corporate, soclal, religlous, arlistle, and ovic Instlivtions it creates
and controls comprise a "dominant culture” which owns or dominates most of the means by which cuitural
expression is created, defined, taught, communicated, and rewarded in our country and much of the world,
Its expression is predom;nant!y commerciat and is ofter militaristic, sexist, classist, and homophobic.

Cultural chauvinism Is a hailmark of the dominant culture, it supports and promoias expression that
reflects the values and tastas of those who have dominated urban European-Amerlcan life and culture. It limits
or misrepresents the multicuitural expression of other peoples, including those of the-warking classes and
the poor, pecple of tha Third Wotld, peoplta of color, and people who reside or participate in rural, raglonal,
or alternative sommunitias — In short, any who represent other tragditions and valies,

Now, as residents of the United States in the late 20th Century, we Identify some of the public arenas
in which our people must take action to secure thelr cultural rights,

Education

Universa! public education for children is required by law in mast nations. In the schools children are
formaity and systematically exposed to mass-cultural values. Early learning Informs a chilld shout the proper
way {0 spesak, dress, and behave in order to win broad social acoeptance. Yot Amnetlean puhlsa: education
predominantly reflects those values of the dominant culture and children are easlly bewliderad about the valus
of their own personal, familial, or cultural identities, espechally if thay diverga from the 2o-calied “nomm.”

State and local school district policies must create a curdgulum in which cultural plusalism is nurtured
and respected. The climate of each school must be conducive to eac:h ohild’s assartion of her or his culfurat
identity, and must encourage intercultural respegt,

Al present, through both curricula and climate, schools tend to relnforee = value system in which
questioning and griticism of autharity are discouraged; In which compatition is fostered and eooperation s

. discouraged: in which single standards of excellence are azceptsed: In which the arts and other creative

explorations are considered “leisure” or “entertainment” or are reserved for “gifted” students; In which
passivity is Isarned behavior; and In which wudents are consumers of curncu!um rather thas oreative
collaborators in the learning and teaching process.

We beliave that written and unwritten policy must acknowledge that all students are entitled
to their rights: to an education shaped by local cultures and needs; wherg numbers warssni, 1o an
education that is hilingual or multilingual; 1o a curriculum which actively teaches and values the stories
ane § images of the many cultures that have shaped humarn history; to a learning climate in which critical

. thinking is encouraged along with the crezlive asaerﬂan of identity; and 1o a curricuhm ihat celebrates

and reinfarces cultural diversity and respect. -
Public Communications

The information that people recelve enables thermn to make decisions about what the world is like and
what they themselves are like. The advent of sophisticated, centralized information-tiissemination systems
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rneans that milliens of people can be exposed simultaneously to a single piece of information. While this can
potentially draw the people of the planet together, all 100 often It promulgates a single notlon of “reglity,” i
cultural democracy Is to flourish, people must have access to multipla sources of information, and must be
able to produce as well as to consume them,

In public communications, as well as in education, people should have access to ail information, and
above all, should be equipped to respect passion and subjectivity and personal exparicnce, as well as
ohjectivity. Gurrently, centralized network media, like the educatiorial systern, promotes the dominant culture,
and offers either stereotypes or absence for all “others.” News reporting suggests that quastions, opinions,
criticism and dissent reflect disorder rather than the characteristics of a democracy at work,

Withir: the publie communications arena the legltimacy of alternative media and points of view, as
weil as the right and ability of all people to exercise and express critlcal judgment, must ba recognized.

We believe that written and unwritten policy must acknowledge that ail people are entitied o
thair rights: to an opportunity to share in the ownership, operation, and policy developmant of logal
television, cablevision, radio, press, and electronic information networks; to wide public awarensssy
of local access laws, adequate Information on the use of eguipment and the broadcasting process,
and access to the airwaves at times when broad audiences can be reached; to the ability to narrowcast
to people of shared culture or intergst as well as to broadcast {0 a wide audience; to regionai or national

~media in which muiticultural imagery and muliiple viewpoints are visible, so that a widerange of options
are avaifable without cost ditlerential.

Arts

Through the arts individuats and groups can uniquely communicate experience, perspactives, beliefs,
hope, outrage, despalt, desire, problems, and solutions. For cultural demnoracy to flourish, every ouiturgl
group, community and individual must have the means, opportunity, and public arena to make and ta exhibit
its arts, and to interact with its audiences. Partlcipants, audiences, producers, and funding scurces must
acknowledge multiple standards of excellence and recognize the value of the creative nrocess which emerges
directly from cuftural tradition and is a powerful instrument for cuitural change.

Currently, the dominant culture attempts fo define “the aris” and then dissociats them from the
culturas of our peopis In two prime ways. Flrst, they are considered commodities, generally marketed to and
primarlly accessible to college-educated, middle- or upper-class people. The dominant culttre tends to house.

s art in specialized arls eenters which Isclates them from dally iife and alienates them, through -arification,
from most people's eulture. Second, public funding agancles tend to support a single siandard of so-calied
"quality” in the ans that reflects the valuss of the dominant culture and rarely fund artists or arts organizations
ctitical of the dominant culture and political status quo, or simply peripheral to thern.

We believe that written or upwritten cultural policy must acknowiedge that aii people are entitied
to thelr right 1o make art, regardiess of economic or cultural situation. This implies sccess o
epportunity, Inatruction, materials, tools, space, public display, and to both aritical and unspecialized
teedback. It includes the rights: to take for granted the respect of sther cultural groups and of funding
sources for excellence internal to any culture; to make and participate in the aria in the workpieee, the
park, the shopping mall, or anywhere that peopie gather, a3 much as in specialized art spaces; to
compete for public funding in an arena In which the art of dissent or of varied cultures Is considered
a valid and valuable form of pubilic expression, :

Participation in the Creation of Pubiic Cuitural Policy

The participation of every individual In setting policy for his or her sociaty s theoretically guaranteed
by many governments, but is often nelther stipported nor sncouraged. The right to social participation and
straightforward access to the process are hallmarks of cultural democracy, as are the subtler means of
engendering the desire and power to participate. ‘

Gurrently, those who find it easiest to effect the public process of cultyral policy making at the Federal,
State and iocal levels tend to be suppaonters of the dominant culture and those who monopalize the resources

. hecessary to frame both the Issues and solutions within a lopsided public debate. People without access ta
information, funds, attorneys, or the media are thersfore Indirectly barred from the participatory process,
There is 2 pervasive assurnption that those who do manage to voice dissent are troublemakers. Such people
are dismissed rather than acknowledged ag partners in a diafogue. There Is no arena for resolving sonflicts
in which one cuiture is threatenad by another. .



ZEF 12 9@ 1827 &l3 ?88_55@4

At the Federal level perhaps the greatest obstacle to participation in cultural policy develtpmant is
the official and false assartion that there Is no U.S. cultural policy! Written or nat, 2 poticy Is in place and is
used 1o unjustly aliocate public cultural resources.

We believs that written and unwaitten public policy must acknowiedge that all peopls are
entitled to thelr rights: to choose to participate in public debate, regardiess of gender, sexual
preference, income, ¢lags, ethnicity, geogra phy or gulture; to information that encourages particlpation
and conditione which enable people to participate without fear of being excluded; 1o publicly provided
resources which enable otherwise disenlranchised people to participate equally in public process,; o
the expression of dissent in an arena in which dissent and challenge are valued; o access ¢ an
articulated fegal process of resclving contlicts arising from cultural differences in a9 atmasphere of
mutuat respect, and to a formal means of natlonal and international redress of cultural grievances and
conflicts.

Public Services and Funding

Publicly funded institutions have a direct responsibility to taxpayars and 1o the ppoanta whose lives
they affect. Cliants must play a role in shaping the policy of service organizations, Public funding agencies
must develop guidstines providing genuinely equal ppportunity for people of all cultures and viewpoints to
compets for funding, Universities and othet public institutions must articutats policy for interaction with the
comnunities in which they are located. ‘
Currently, clients of public service agencles receive services that they are rarsly given ihs oppofunity
1o help define according to their own needs, and they seldom have any opporiunity o challenge the staius
quo. Public funding bodiestend to fund ganeric, "model” projects in preference 1o Jocaliy or culturalh -anackic
o experimental or radical solutions 1o problems. Universities and other institutions are de-emphasizing
community service and local interaction. They increasingly ignore the communities 1o which they should be
responsible. g
We belleve that written and unwritten policy must acknowladge that all people are entliled to
thelr rights: to participate in sefting policy for those public service institutions ihal afiect thalr liveg;
5 a dentocratic tax structure that equitably refurns tax dollars and services io communities; to pubiic

-support for local Inktiative In solving problems of local goncern in all arenas from education i
economic devalopment to public art.

CONCLUSION

A society th which & single culture or a single set of standards Rlourishes is & seciety buth weak and
impoverighed. The potential collective strangth of this country lies in our ability 1o recognize and be Inspired
by our diversity, We are people of different histories, languages, traditions, skilis, values, ideologies and tastas.
Our social life must be constantly challengsd and relnvented asa collectiva project. There is ne precrdained
system that will produce adveniure and Joy. All people have a right to culiurat as well ag 1o oolitical and
econormic democracy. The three are mutually relnforcing and alt three are necessary 1o the survival of any
one of them as well as to the survival of sacisty itself.

. Within & structuve of cuitural democracy and self determinetion, however, each culture must
maintain the right io challenge racism, sexism, homophobla, and classism internaliy and externally.

With the establishment of eultural democray, wa can truly contemplate the possibility of a world free
from viclence, contampt, and fear. C

Alliance for Culturat Demnocracy

The preceding is a “living document,” still In pragress. It's a huge job, but we have to start somevwhers.
Criticism, cormmenitary, and contribitions are not only welcome, but necessary for its complaticn.

This drafi incorporates the editing work of Lucy Lippard, Don Adams and Arlens Goldbard — inslugding
the comments of Bernie Jones —of an ofiginal draft by Mark Miller and Maryo Ewsli.



