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The former NAACD
attorney confirmed that
she has talked to Whlte
House offlclals

By Henry Goidmdn

.and Aaron Epstein .
INQDIRP R STAFFWERITERS -

WASHINGTON — University. of
Pennsylvania -law professor Lani
Guinier, a former NAACP Legal De-

fense Fund attorney who has known -

President and Hillary Clinton since

i - Yale Law School, is likely to be cho-
| sen assistant- attorney general for

civil rights, administration sources
said -yesterday. -

Guinier, who worked as a spec1al
assistant -to the head of the civil
rights division in the Justice Depart--

ment-during the Carter administra-

tion, is. the “front-runner-and likely .
. choice,” saild an . administration
. source, who cautioned that an ap-
pointment had not yet been flrmed_

.

Reached at. her office at Penn

-where she teaches courses in crimi- -
- nal procedure, legal ethics and pub--

lic interest law, Guinier confirmed

‘that she is- under: consideration for

the job and that she had talked to
White House officials about it

Guinier finished law school in
1974, a_ year after the Clintons, but

| she said .she had had virtually ne

contact with them until 1983. That

| year she filed a voting rights lawsuit

naming Bill Clinfon .as a defendant

in a lawsuit she brought agamst the .

State of Arkansas.
“I actually sued the Presnient

: when he was the governor of Arkan-

sas,” she recalled ir a-telephone in-
terview yesterday. “I' was working
for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund,

.and we brought-a voter registration

case against the state. He was the

' -.| defendant.”

She praised hIS work to help get

| the case settled out of court, with a
consent -decree thai liberalized Ar-
kansas® election laws so that voters .

were not automatically purged from

" the registration rolls if they had

failed to vote.

She said she had stayed in contact -

with the Chntons since then.

“I was not active in the campmgn
but I have enormous regpect for the
Clintons,” she said. :

Guinier Ilves in Germantown. Her B

'husband Nolan A: Bowig, whois also
- .a lawyer, teaches communications

and public policy. at Temple Umver-
sity. .

“With Lani, the adrninistr’ation :
“will have someone who is an experi-
enced civil rights atforney who will

be able to hit the ground running

and won't take a year to figureout -

what_ to do,” said Frank Parker, of
the Lawyers Committee for le

Rights Under - the Law.:

Guinier, who .was born in ‘New. .+
“York, graduated from Radeliffe Col- .
tege, now part of Harvard College, :
where her father had been a profes-

sor-of American history and an early

scholar in African’ Amencan studies.

. She has taught at the University of
- Pennsylvania since 1987 and became

a tenured professor last year.

Before teaching - law, - Gninier
headed the voting rights project-at

the NAACP Legal. Defense Fund for

7% years. While there, she litigated
the North Carolina case that helped

define the 1982 amendments to the o
- Voting Rights Act.- C )

The.case, Gingles v. Thornburgh ’

went to the Supreme Court. The high

court's 1986 ruling made it easier for

blacks and other minorities to chal-

lenge redistricting plans ‘that may .
dilute their voting power. The court

- found that nearly all of a North Caro-
lina legislative redistricting plan vi-
olated federal law by reducing black -

voting strength

The NAACP job. followed a Justlce_
Department stint as spec1a1 assistant

10 Drew Days, who headed the civil

Tights division under President

Jimmy: Carter, Days, a Yale Univer-

- sity law professor, has been nominat-

ed to be solicitor general.

This article contains mformatlon from
the Assocxated Press.
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Clintons invite old frlends to prwate gala

Last weekend the First Couple
away from the White House

among fiiends they had met -

more than two decades ago.
Hosting the dinner party were
Bill and Hillary Clinton's black
classmates at the Yale Law
School diring the early 1970's.

Lani Guinier, a professor at the

~ Univessity of Pennsylvania Law
School, one of the dinner's orga-
nizers, said the event was "espe-
cially memorable" since it
stiowed that the President and
First Lady had remained the
"open and engaging couple” she
had shared time with while at

Yale. The Clinton’s graduated

the Yale law School in 1973,
while Ms. Guinier graduated the
following year.

Dr. Lila Coleburn, one of the
other organizers, said she was
also struck by the fact that the
Clinton's had chosen to spend
their first weekend after the in-
anguration to share time with

their black law school class-

President Ciinton Estens intently to one of his dinner
hosts. o

mates showed "a special degree dent to have black peers and
of closeness by a head of state  who appreciates that they are in
with his black peers." The din- fact his peers,.” commented Dr.
ner was held at the home of Dr.  Colebumn. '
Colebum's mother in the Shep-  Among the nearly 40 guests
hed Pak section of who joined the Clintons were

Washington. Rogﬂwmmxs,aproiéssorat

'fhlsmaybeﬂleﬁlstpm ‘George Mason University - in

Virginia, John Payton, Corpora- had dined on a mem of
tion Counsel for the District of poached salmon, smoked
Columbia; Harlon Dalton, a law turkey and brisket of beef.

professor at Yale and Drew "They were so relaxed that you

" Days, a professor at Yale Law almost forgot you were talking

School who is widely rumored to someone who had just gotten

" to be under consideration to be- swom into the highest office of

come the next Attomey the land," remarked Nancy Gist,
General. "~ Deputy Chief Counsel for the

Dalton, who acted as toastmas- Public Counsel of the State of
ter, distributed several humor- Massachusetts, who also helped
ous gifts o the President and organize the dirmer. :

First Lady after all of the guests

I-.uyCﬁMnaﬂNolmBmslmalaﬂiat
last week's dinner party. Temple professor Bowie
and his wife, Lonnie Guinier, helped organize the
pﬁvalaeleeeplim.
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Two Old Frzends Share
Is]and but Nothmg Else

By SARA RIMER

1mes

ephen Rose lor 1he vew Yo

* Lani. Gulmer, a longtime vacationer in Martha’s Vineyard whose

© nomination for the Justice Department was withdrawn by President

" Clinton, has not received any invitations from Mr. Clinton, a former law
school classmate. She sat with her husband Nolan Bowie, and son,
leolas, by the East Chop nghthouse in Oak Bluifs.

Speciat to The New York Times

OAK BLUFFS; Mass, Aug. 23 —

.The last time Bxll Clmten was on
Martha’s Vineyard it was to attend
the wedding of a Yale Law.Schdol

- classmate, Lani . Guinier. That was .

seven years ago, when he was the
Governor of Arkansas, Now he is here

- again, and she is here with her fam-
- ily; as she is every summer:

This time the two have not seen
each other..

Reporters. have been askmg Pru-'

fessor Guinier whether the President

has called, or whether she has been .

included in the social whirl around
- Mr. Clinton and her other law school
-classmate, -Hillary Rodham Clinton.
He has not called, and Professor Gui-

-pier has not been invited to anything, -
not even to Saturday night’s party at’

Sheldon and Lucy Hackney's. Mr.

.Hackney,. who was recenily’ con-
- firmed to head the National Endow-

ment for the Arts, was the president

of the Un1ver51ty of Pennsylvania,
_ where his friend Lani Guinier is a law.~

professor. i
Professor Gumler said she had not
spoken to the President since June 4,

- whenhe telephoned to teli her he' was
withdrawing. her . nomination as as- o —

. sistant attorney general for human

-rights, “Fm not bitter,” Ms. Guinier

-said Saturday night, talkmg on the

terrace of her mother’s home in East
Chop, a peninsula on the-other side of
1he island from where the President
is staying, “I'm not in hiding. I don’t
want to be seen as a victim.”

Asked about the President’s friend--

ship with Ms. Guinier today, Mr. Clin-

- ton’s spokeswoman, Dee Dee Myers,
'.said, “He made clear during that
‘incident that she is someone whom he-

clearly respects and cares a great

“Jﬁv
deal about and has always cong, defed
a friend.” < Rt

Ms. Guinier declined to talk about"
the President’s social calendafy 1
would rather talk about my IdeasJor
empowering all voters to build crogs-
racial coalitions,” she said.

Her 6-year-old son leo]as shows
less equanimity, ‘

After tennis the other day, leolas
and his father, Nolan Bowie, wan-
dered near the 14th hole of the Farm .
Neck Golf Club, where the Presidenat
was teeing off. A crowd had gathered.
Nikolas, who taught himself to read

" before he was 3, said he had prepai‘éd
-a short speech for just such an occa-
sion.

“1 was going to say, ‘Why dld wu
dump ‘Lani- Guinier? * he shoritéd,
jumping up and down on the terraue.
“+ghe's my mothert’”

But the little boy decided il was
best to keep quiet. I was afraidthe
Secret Service would arrest me,he
said. And then Nikolas and his mother
and his friend Alison McGill, also 6,
went off to ride the carousel and.eat
ice créam-at Mad Martha s in Qak
Bluffs. - , b




