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3624 Market Street_ﬁa

bﬁfﬁRei1 Press‘Release -

e me to make some suggestlons.:;f-,

George Gerbner;'f‘ i

IOne East

'alDear Geerge.

-dlf you haven't already sent out the press release youf‘””

"1ncluded in our recent: Steerlng Commlttee malllng, alleW3?*a'

-a;fThe release reads“more llke A "Faet Sheet whlch is- whatf;;“:lﬂﬁh
g should be called An liew of a headllne.; For the L

,vaverage press, the: lead paragraph ‘should. be snappy and

”5ffneed not have 1ncluded the date and- place e met.,ra__”_”ﬁ

uﬁ;fWe should target certalnfmedla represe'tatlves who we,-ﬁ”7-
]t;know night priat a1l the” names of- thoese who attended and
. send-them- spe01al releases to: sult the: language and. L
'5read1ng capablllty of their: readershlp.. We: should leave'

-’;liTo speclal members of the press,(at a handful of
'rnewspapers and another’ handful of" magaz1nes) we should

_,;y{a new.buzzword,.
”safadvocates (unllke the Chrlstlan Goalltlo
”egexpress 1tself through chosen few )

*"_out thoge names inm the average: ‘press. release, ‘though - the'bgfﬂ'”

ffjnames should be llsted 1n“the accompanylng Fact Sheet.ag_

t;send the Fact Sheet alone and offer suggestlons of Who

. : getartieulated llke
‘llps of - great varlety of our

‘rftl may not be a’ member of your Edltorlal Board (yet') but'fﬁ

I have yearsxof experlence edltlng, whlch T happen to
J’engoy d01ng3even MoTe. than storytelllng. We already .
;wknow the" press has let us down,_so let's not expect that o
j”by puttlng more: money. in “the ‘Coke machine . than 1s ' o

- necessary, we w1ll get mllk 1n retnrn.uf” w

'ngLook forward\tobhearlng from y all agaln' !ﬂsi o

'f;Chrlstlne Castaneda

“Whlch seems to,ik'""”



Cagtaneda
PO Box 241
Charleston SC 29402

April 16, 1996

Mr. George Gerbner
234 Golf View Road
Ardmore PA

Dear George:

"Mankind's tales have stressed trickery and power more
often than confliect resolution. Is it possible that by
changing the tales we tell we can change our warring
nature? It is worth a try." - Peace Tales, a collection
of stories by Margaret Reid McDonald

I am preparing such a tale to use when I compete at the
first International Senior Games (I am 51!) in Bermuda
next week. (Yeah yeah, I know, expensive, and I have
almost backed out a few times, but I got a B&B room for
$40 and bought a friend's frequent flyer mileage last
fall, so I figure I might make gome contacts. It'1ll be
my swan song, since I'm not making a living as a full-
time storyteller and writer.) -

The quotation, however, reminded me of your dream to see
something concrete come of your years of research; you
deserve it. I would like to put my shoulder to the wheel
in any way I can to see your dream, and mine, advance.

It isn't often I find something to do which reflects my
ideals. The New Yorker was one such place, and here, I

when I was PR and Special Events Coordinator at a

plantation, but they were just shuffling. I know you are
willing torrecognize my diversity of talents. I am dying
to put them to work. I hope you get the funding you seek.

Si rely,
6_7(?*’}5 Lh/

Christine Castaneda



Castaneda
PO Box 241
Charleston SC 29402

May 28, 1996

Mr. George Gerbner

Cultural Environment Movenment
PO Box 31847

Philadelphia PA 19104

Dear Georgé:

Here is the Speakers Bureau information from the
Charleston Mayoer's office. I have a copy and could
rewrite it to suit CEM, but I want you to see it first.

Here also is some information from an organization
called Committees of Correspondence. Granted, any
mention of Communism frightens people, but if you're
wondering which direction the multicultural masses
are going, this may be it. I received this from a
very articulate black man here who returned to this,
his home town, after years of work with the WNew York
Board of Education. He iz very articulate and a
friend of mine. If I don't find a job first, I might
attend their July rally in New York, before which I
would step in Philadelphia to meet w1th you. Will you
be around this summer?

Also, here is a photocopy from Studs Terkel's book,
Coming of Age. Has CEM reached out to the farm
community?

Mind you, I'm not sold on Committees of Correspondence,
particularly because their plans don't read very
coneretely, but that doesn't preclude inviting then
under--CEM's umbrella. What do you think about this?

Begt wlshes,

@)/)fu Lhe_

Christine Castaneda



Castaneda
PO Box 241
Charleston 3C 29402

June 13, 1996

Mr. George Gerbner

Annenberg School of
Communications

3670 Walnut Street

Philadelphia PA 19104-6220

Dear George:

Here are a few bits of information for you, and the best bit
of all is that I can now be reached via Email, thanks to one
of the bosses at the real estate company where I am employed
part-time. Just write to me e¢/o

Boykinboy @ aol. comn

Also, the fact that Angela Davis is now a CEM member scored
high points with my retired teacher friend here, Jim Campbell.
At his suggestion, you could extend an invitation to the
Committees for Correspondence members through Ms. Clarlene
Mitchell, & national co-chairperson for that group, at 11 John
Street, New York, NY. Angela Davis is ahother co-chairperson
for that organization, but Jim- feels she is too precccupied
with teaching, unlike Ms. Mitehell who is on hand on John St.

You mentioned Peter Wirth; if he and I can work together in
any way that you envision, just give him my Email address. I
remember- him because he came up to compllment my storytelling
at the convention.

Another friend here with access to Internet printed CEM's
latest printout (Marech 7, 1996) for me; I am still reading it.
Gawd! One could be overcome with information. I'd rather get
out there and talk to people, but.some kind of vistals, even
if only a flowchart, will be necessary, because people's
listening skills have been deadened by the tube and music in
overdrlve.

in touch'

Afn

-Chrlstlne Castaneda



Castaneda
PO Box 241
Charleston SC 29402

June 21, 1996

Mr. George Gerbner

Cultural Environment Movement
PO Box 31847

Philadelphia PA 19104

Dear George:
| calied Bridget with minor editing of your recent communication.

Further to that, my only objection to The People’s Communication Charter, which |
applaud, is the use of the word should in the Standards -- it makes us sound awfully
self-righteous -- in particular in Articles 13-15. The media has as much a right to
determine the public interest as we do. They choose not to resist incitement to hate,
prejudice, violence, or war, and they choose to ridicule, stigmatize, demonize...while
using a public tool to profit privately.

- | much prefer Article 15's Peo'ple have the right to demand... Let's keep the
focus on what we, all people, can do, more than what the media should do.

And regarding cameras in the courtroom isn't it up to the judge to determine whether
cameras be allowed? isn't it they to whom “we” should be addressmg our

concerns? | think of CEM as establishing a voice of “We, the people,” which has been
passive in recent times.

In the Agenda for Action, under Explore, instead of “the giveaway of the public airways
for private profit,” let’s re-word it to read “the reclaiming of public airways for public
profit.” I think that sounding too negative will repel, rather than embrace, those with
whom we must negotiate.

Best wishes,

bt

Christine Castaneda
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June 14, 1996

“ASSOCIATION

Christine Castaneda
P.O. Box 241
Charleston, SC 29402

Dear Christine:

“During the past foﬁryears;- you haVe,demonstrated your commitment to preserving and
proimoting storytelling by making a financial gift to the National Storytelling Assoc1at10n and
our work. The NSA board and staff deeply apprec1ate your kindnesses.

During recent years, we have come to a crossroads in our work--an exciting juncture--and I
wanted to personally tell you about it.

For you see, within days after Vice-President Al Gore delivered a keynote address at last
fall’s National Storytelling Festival, work crews began preparing the site for NSA’s National
Storytelling Center. Construction on the Chester Inn and the park, key elements of the
Center, begins during the summer.

The Center will become the headquarters for the NSA--a beacon for storytelling worldwide.
Here, at this one-of-a-kind facility, NSA will create and conduct a full agenda of new
programming that will promote the alu P! tice, and apphc?non of storytelling.

N Cytn Cone )20 e idng,, o WQQ)K?
There will be on-site programming for?ﬁose who visit \t/ﬁe new Center. But, more that, ,
the Center will serve as a "launching pad" for outreach programs that will be facilita \
nationally by NSA but implemented by people like you, in communities, large and small, h ‘
throughout the United States C °S

. R oY O~
- Programs in advocacy, 1nformutron services, and- educatlon will al]ow more people all over
the United States to know and appreciate the value of storytelling and how the art can be
used to enrich our lives and the lives of those around us.

iy '(

Your financ1al support over the years, which has meant so much to us, has helped to bring
us to this 1mp0rtant juncture. We thank you, and we will keep you informed of our ongoing
progress. :

Sincerely,

utive Director

mfly Neil Smith (\/\/\f ‘

ESTABLISHED 1375

Formerly the National Association for the Preservation and Perpetuation of Storytelfing
Naticnal Storytelling Association & P.O. Box 309 W Jonesborough, Tenn. 37659 # 423-753-2171 B Fax 423—753-933.‘_1
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[11 From: fgg at postl 6/22/96 10:04PM (876 bytes: 17 In)
To: boykinbov@aocl.com at SMTP-po _
Subiject: Greetings from George ‘ _
——————————————————————————————— Message Contents ——-—————————mmem e e e
Deat Christine: Received Comm of Corresp materials, and you lette
etc. of June 13. (Why do you write te me to the Anennberq School° I
am no longer there. See contact info below.)

I you or Jim want me to_send CEM-matefials to anyone, please give
name, address, etc., and we’ll send a packet.

Peter Wirth is essentially lcoklng for pald work. We cannot afford
him (yet?). _ -

Are you still willing to rganize speakers bureau? I am drafting-a
form that we could send out, and will be ready to share it with you
in a couple of weeks - - ' '

Just back from speaking in Santa Fe and Buffako, leaving for week’s
family vacation, back next weekend. Let me know if you got this.
George.



July 3, 1996
Dear Christine:
Thanks for letters of June 13 and 2I1-.

Don’t you answer you e-mail? I sent you a response and
guestion on June 22 but received no reply. If you do not
check e-mail regularly, it becomes more a hlndrance than
help.

Enclosed are

1. Rough draft of speakers form - please go over it and
let me know if you want to set up a Speakers Network.

2. Revised Charter, with-changes you have suggested
(unformatted). I am not sure about all those "right to
demands." Of course we can always demand but so what? Does
not seem strong enough; the media are not accountable to the
people. Standards imply media respon51b111tles, not just the
rlght to complaln or demand, whlch was never in doubt Needs
more work. :

What do you think? And please use (and check) e-mail,
or'let’s not count on it. : :

Bést regards —-



MEMO:
FROM:

RE:

to this woman yet, here

is Pat Frye.

B

July 5, 1996

Gedrge Gerbner
Christine Castaneda

Committees of Correspondence

In case you haven't sent CEM information
are the specifics:

Ms. Charlene Mitchell

National Coordinator

Committees of Correspondence
11 John 8treet '

Room 506

New York City 10038

212-233-.7151

The adm. asst. in the John Street office

The COCC Convention'will be held

July 12-14 at the High Schocl of Fashion, 225 West 24 Street,

New York City. My friend, Jim Campbell, will be hboused with

others at the Fashion Institute of Technology on West 27th Street.

Please be sure to mention his name when you write to Ms. Mitchell.

Aléo, Angela Davis is a prominent member of COC.



| ©7-09-1998 13:01

o

 July 9, 1986

| MEMO: . George Gerbner

= FFIDM:_' o - Christine :Cast'aha'da' |

| can't aiways respond via e-mall, as the computers to do soarein

" two otfices to which | cannot always gain free access. Howaver, | can receive e-mall

~ anytime, as those two colleagues are more than willing to pass it on to me. ‘Hencal = -
-am FAXing this response. L e S T

Perhaps “peop!é have the réSpbﬁslbiljiy to _demand.'..“' {a & better

“way of w’ordlh’g Articies 14, 15 and 17. You're right...We know our rights, butpeople

often lack the courage or chutzpah to take responsiblilty, iet alone recognize what .

" thelr responeiblities are or could be. - | see CEM as teaching them how 10 take

responsibllity, In some part through the Speakers Network, which brings us to the form
you sant, Herelisitre-typed: -~ = L S g T

The Cul{ural' Environment Movement offers a databage of names of members .

avallable for speaking nationally and internationaily. We would ilke to list your name

-among our experts. o

" You might speak bafore civic clubs, professional organizations, in.schools and

~ technology. the Information Superhighway, labor, jobs, work and image, storytellersin. -

~ religious institutions, on talk shows, at conferences and policy forums of legislators. ~

~ Only your toplcs will ba listed In the CEM Speakers Network Directory, They might be

- about: medla monopoly, independent media production, public media, aiternative
‘media, advocacy, educationai imperativas, ‘schoo! support, media literacy, critical

awareness, health promotion, religion as a cultural force, acology. sustainable society,

a culture of storysellers, human rights and global dominion, children, youth, aging,

family, gender representation, gender violence, sexual orlentation, violence, and/or - :

“racial and ethnic representations.

Protession__

Plaase fill in the following:

Name (first, fast)__




" . Fee options:

07-B0-1996 13:02

Titte. _ |

Aftiliation/Organization___

-Adcjrass -

| . C'_tyfsfaflé(le Code, Country o

: Ta'la'_phone N
FAX______

. E-mail

Where are you W{Iliﬁg to 'sp'_eék?'

Giytion)

V'S'tate(é) )

'Anywhﬁre_'-'in us._

Internationally_

'Languages"

- probono;________fee (negotlable/non-hagotiable);
" asadonationto CEM - L L _

Available for: ____media Interviews;____book
signing ' . ' a )

__speaking engagements;

Preference(s) of types of audiences_ ‘

Georgé. | don't see why we should ask for s.pediﬁcatloris' for racial and ethnic

-2

fee

representations, when we don’t ask for specification about any other toplc. And to call

it the “Oftice of" Speakers Network is redundant, CEM Speakers Neatwork sounds

better to me, sans apostrophy after Speakers (we don't possess the Network.) | also

~_prefer your layout of the topics, which | didn't bother to do here. - Let me know what you N

think. Using my PO Box will be fine for respondents and better than using my E-mall
c/o my boss's Boykinboy etc., though you may continue to reach me viaE-mail.



$.30.96...0once in a blue moon...

Dear George,

Well, I usually wrote to jou at your home, but then ons

day you.called and said "I'm working at home today" on my.
voicemail, which somehow made me think you usually went
to the office...50... ' :
But here I am, sending this to your homne.

Yes, I am still willing to organize the Speakers Bureau.
See this flip side..;the result of the_articlé I wm0te
mostly with quotations from you for Storytelling Magazine's
July '96 issue. I wrote another article about the need for
storytelling in the 8.C. school system; remains to be seen
if that one is published, much later this year; it's a bi-
~annual., ' '

Yes, I got your E-mail, ay first ever!

Hope you enjoyed your vacation, where?

As for me, I'm dancing more, analyzing less.

. | EQS?/ _Lulj (] es )
Aﬂf‘zn ne




MORE

storymatters

-Storyteiler Gets

Emmy Nomination

JUDITH BLACK OF MARBLEHEAD, MaSSA-
chusetts, was nominated for an
Emmy Award by the National Acade-
my of Television Arts and Sciences
(New England Chapter) for her work
in the J&J video, From Her Arms to His.
On the video,
which was nomi-
nated in the catego-
ry of Gutstanding
Acting-Performing,
Black presents an
original story about
women who built
M1 rifles at the
Springfield {Massa-
chusetts) Armory
during World War
. Emmy presentations were made
May 11, 1996. For more information,
call 617-631-4417.

TALES Call for Teliers

THE ALEERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING
Storyteiling (TALES) has issued a call
for tellers-for its 8th Annual Edmon-
ton Storytelling Festival. To apply,
send the title of your story session, a
brief synopsis, and biographical
information to Merle Harris or Gail de
Vos, ¢/ o TALES-Edmonten, 2nd Floor
Percy Page Centre, 11759 Groat Road,
Edmonton AB T5M 3K6. For more
information, phone 403-422-8243.

Wilson Web

A NEW SERVICE FOR LIBRARIANS, “Hot
Flashes/Library News,” is now avail-
able free on Wilson Web, the H.W,
Wilson World Wide Web site. Brief
announcements, position changes,
breaking news, book awards, and
other items of interest to the library
community will be posted every day
at hitp:/ / www. hwwilsen.com/lib-
news.htmi.

e

Judith Black

(ultural Environment Movement Holds Convention

W HE FOUNDING CONVENTION OF THE CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT MOVEMENT
4 (CEM) was held on March 15-17, 1996, in St. Louis, Missouri. The
kst CEM is a coalition of organizations and concerned people united in
working for freedom, fairness, diversity, respect for cultural ntegrity, the
protection of children and health, and the revival of democratic decision-
making in the cultural mainstream of ali countries. Participants to the con-
vention converged from 14 countries and represented over 130
organizations. : '
Four members of the National Storytelling Association were present: CEM
founding members Elaine Wynne and Larry Johnson of Minneapolis,
Minnesota; Lynn Rubright of St. Louis, Missouri; and Christine Cas-
taneda of Charleston, South Carolina. Wynne and johnson presented
stories as part of the proceedings and served on a pre-convention
j drafting committee to write a position paper entitled “Storytellers in
a Culture of Storysellers.” Castaneda also told a story.
- “Storytellers are needed as frontrunning activists, not passive
entertainers (in the movement),” says Castaneda, who is also cur-
. rently serving, along with Wynne and Johnson on the CEM’s Steer-
ing Committee. _

CEM founder George Gerbner, past dean of Philadelphia’s Annenberg
School for Communication said, “Most of what we know or think we know,
we know from stories we're told. That process used to be hand-crafted, home-
made; and cominunity-inspired. Now, it is mostly mass-produced and policy

- driven. It is the end result of a complex manufacturing and marketing process.”
* The consequence is that in third world countries, growing new technolo-
gies mean an enrichment of local cultural - e
horizons, but for others it means a “nar-
rowing of perspectives, homogenization
of outlooks and limitation: of alternatives.”.

The CEM is concerned, says Gerbner, kg
with distortions of the media, which ¥
include “the promotion of practices that
drug, hurt, poison, and kill thousands
every day; portrayals that dehumanize
and stigmatize; cults of violence that
desensitize, terrorize and brutalize; the
growing siege mentality of our cilies, the
drift toward ecological suicide, the silent
crumbling of our infrastructure, widening

-resource gaps and the most glaring

“inequalities in the industrial worlds; the
costly neglect of vital institutions, such as .
public education, health care, and the arts; make-believe politics corrupting
the electoral process.” _ ' ‘

The CEM action program proposed to date is “designed to halt the concen-
tration of media control, create mechanisms of independent public participa-
tion in cudtural policy decisions, demand more freedom and support for the
creative workers in the media, and teach critical media awareness and skills.”

For more informatjon, contact the Cultural Environiment Movement, P.O.

Christine Castaneda, Elaine
Wynne, and Larry Johnson at
the CEM convention in-

St. Louis, Missouri

Box 31847, Philadelphia, Penn. 19104, or call 215-387-8034.
Juty 1996 -




