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“their cowmunlcatlon reﬂourceu from the undue-outeide influence..
“.of the free Tlow of. 1nLowmatlon,.ﬂave deeclared thelr intention
. tof devotlnﬂ ‘these resdurces o ‘reacning national develovnent
- goals that include equity and rural: develoozenu.~‘ The U.S,
if@governﬂent the World Bank and 'z number: of other-aid giving.

: 71nst1tut1ons have. given Drlorlty to assistance to the noo
wmajority in Third lorld. countries: One’ 'vnroacq that is” e
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. are: that putting more emphasis. on ‘infor atﬂon wili: be: more s

© . equiteble because information is notra physical good with zerOf' Sy

wlosum quallt esy that investment in information may be _nﬂs cgstly.‘
“than in physical rescurces; tiat information projects CEgsie:

- to 1nDlﬁment tnen.otqer ;- that rural aevelopm9ﬁt is nri
" a technical problem to wqxcn 1nformat nican be 01re0“00=
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”-From & varlety of sou”ces, we may conclvce ﬁﬂat'tle rura
are isolated from much useful: information by .a series sz
~thus they are often physically isolated 1111terate, ?er1aos ot
Zﬁspeakln" the dominant. lanvuace, without:media auce 38 (even raﬂ"O);:u%
. andsguspicious of 1nformatlon comlng fror ' i
',,negllbent of tﬂel; needs.

L QQhEIZEiﬂIﬁ:TTha'main”ébﬁStrainf *facing-lnformatﬂon'
prOJects are both external and.internall .The ‘external ones- are.
the isolation of the poor themselves; the structural llmltatloné
“toapplying. appronrlate Jinformation; the credibility gap . between
. government. and the poor., Those.internal to projects include the
“lack of leadership for the poor constituency, lack of nlanning .
capacity, the limitations of large governhient hureaucraCLes,
_approprlate learnlnﬂ/teachlng strateﬂles, trained people .and’.
existing local level orﬂanlzatlons tﬂrOUtl which the pcoor can
Part1c1bate.. R : R




lmnagt: There 1is some empirical evidence that inforantlon
can make a nositive contribution in the areas of agricultural
productivity, health and nutrition 121 practices and nonfornal.
adult edication., Although there is some ponitive evidence that
a trade-off between resource and Information investuient, much
of this evidence has not bheén tested on a larre scale “or “he
rmiral noor. o B S : : .

‘ - some nolitical and acuministrs
tlve orecondltlons (WolLulCEl CO;NlthPPﬁ, critical masw ‘
‘clpation of " auﬁlenCﬂs, integratad Gevelopment approszch). A wiz
of information and resource investment for the rural noor may be
of benefit to the poor majorityin Third .Jorld COlnt“leu.



