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For the past decade or so there has been unprecedented involve-
ment of private citizens and the media in foreign policy and
diplomacy. The crisis situation which has developed in Iran
since the taking of U.3. diplomatic hostages provides a unique
context in which to study the effects of communications on inter-
national diplomacy. Never before in the history of international
mass media has the diplomatic process been so dependent on non-
diplomatic channels for information.

The U.S.-Iranian crisis has been analysed in this paper to examine:

1/ The effect of non-traditional diplomatic channels, such as the
media, personal and organizational contacts on the conduct of tra-
ditional diplomacy. Does private diplomacy have a stabiliging
effect on the world?

2/ The flow of messages across national boundaries through the
Western media from a Third World country:

3/ How the crisis crystallizes and illustrates the issue of ba-
lance/imbalance in the flow of news, and signifies the importance
of the new world information order:

4/ The intermingling of the media, government and public opinion;

5/ The impact of the crisis and its coverage on future diplomatic
relations, especially between the U.S. and Third World nations.

With the sustained international crisis, many of the past cliches
about the role of communications and the media in international
relations and diplomacy must be reconsidered.
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