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In 1956, Bruce Larncs Smith commented that growth in study and -

writing on international communication in the United Sta_tc_s which
* virtvally doubled the literature in a decade could be a}ccount.cd for
mostly by concern for military considerations, along with' th?q‘ eco-
- nomic and political implications.! Smith noted a -‘culturallag in the
quality of communications research in the United States: while most
studies continued to deal with propaganda and the cold war, world
conditions scemed to legislate the redirection of concern to other areas
of inquiry. It was Smith’s hope that the field acquire greater maturity.

in dealing with communications in relation to total human and social

interaction and motivation. Fifteen years later, one may report progress
-and an impressive accumulation of knowledge of mearly all aspects of

international, comparative and cross-cultural communication, - - -

In the last decade, the comparative and integrated study -of social
institutions, political behavior, social change, ptlblie_: Opil_]iOl.‘l and mass
media has reccived’ unprecedented emphasis by the United States
scholar.? Among the factors responsible for this trend have been:

1. Post war interest in the developing nations with a concomitant con-

: cern for both understanding and promoting modernization. - .
2. Broader acceptance of the idea that communication analysis pro-
vides a perspective through which one can better understand society.

3. The expansion of education and business interests across national -

_boundaries, T : .

4. Thac sharpening of research and investigatory tools and improvcd'

means of collecting, storing, retrieving and sharing data.

- Much of the new rescarch has been interdisciplinary. International

communication is largely defined today as a specialized area of inquiry

* This pai:cr is part of an extensive study on *Research on Intc_rnationa:l Communi-
cation’ conducted by the author at the Americin University in Washington, D.C.
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upon which a number of behavioral science disciplines converge. All
the social sciences can thuke some contribution to our understanding’
of the nature and éffccts_pf’ communication and no one discipline is in
itsclf adequate for this task. U_Itimatciy, international communication
could comprehend the ehtire scope of the behavioral sciences. Con-
versely, a number of cybernetic, general systems, decisionmaking--and
~other communications derivitive models and theories have been adopt-

<d by the human sciences. :
This paper is an attempt to examine and survey the state of know-
ledge in the ficld of international communication in the United States,
The purpose is to help the community of scholars engaged in this work
to see where our collective activity is heading in the hope that this will
Pprovide some direction for the fufure rescarch and studies.

‘Cri'z:cric_z for Including Works in the Study

In selecting works dealing with international communication no dis-
tinction “was made between historical, analytical, or empirical znd
quantitative studies. In considering the criteria for including works in
the sample, it was decided that the selected studies should include at

 east one of the following: o ‘ _
1. contribute valuable descriptive and theorctical material on com-

munication with a very sighificant impact on intcrnational coms- .
~parative, and cross-cultural communication; - R ' '
2. display considerable data about international communication;
3. show mcthodological implications in international communicatiorn;
4. describe the structure and operation of a national communication
system, and o o o '
5. finally be used and cited in intérnational communication teaching
and litcrature extensively. : ‘

" “The term of international communication has been used in this study
. i a tather broad sense. It is not restricted to international political

communication and campaigns by governments, but it includes such

. varied activities as international mass communication and news agcney

activities, impact of mass media across cultures, communication activie
ties of non-governmental organizations and the international contacts _
of students, scholars, tourists, and technical asststants, Thus, included

in the survey were the studics that treated communication as a major .

aspeetol their analytical schermes, or in describing social and political

processes. by means of abstract concepts and models paid explicit.

attention to communication problems.

Various journals dnd readers whose attention is in someway devoted
to mternational communication were searched for studies- fitting the
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criteria. Among the journals were Public Opinion Quarterly, ]ouf-"-_
nalism Quarierly, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Interna-.

tional Affairs, Gazette: International Journal of Mass Communication

Studies (The Netherlands), Journal of Communication and various.-

other social science journals, primarily in the field of political science,

psychology and sociology. A total of 1,427 studies — including books, -

monographs, readers, and journals articles — covering the period 1850
to 1670 were surveyed, While this survey did not list every piece of
‘international communication research, it was hoped that the selection
- was representative of the work done over the past century and that all

the major and substantive works that fit the eriteria were coded. For
the purpose of identifying the major areas of interest, the studies were

~categorized under three broad themes: : 3
1. studics in specific culture and/or geographical areas of the world; -
2. theoretical studies of international communication and various ap-

plications; and ' - ' L
3. studies of channels of international communication.

The growth of the literature was compared over a century with parti-

cular attention and emphasis to the last two decades: 1950-1970.

Patterns of Development

The decade of thc; 1960’ has witnessed an impressive accumulation of
knowledge about almost every aspect of international communication. .

More than half of the studies coded ~ 749 of 1,427, or 52 percent —
were written between 1960 and 1969. Of these, 279 studies were written

in specific arcas — discussing the  structurc and operations of - the -

country or région’s communication systems — among which studies of
West. European countries, Canada and Occania ranked first with 87
new publications. Of the other categories, Communication and Na-
tional Development which included studics in communication and
socio-political development and such items as communication and the
diffusion of innovation topped the list in the 1960's with 112 new works,
followed by Regulations and Laws in International Communication

with 63 and International Communicator and Foreign Correspondent

R studies with 58 (Table 1). . :

Looking at it another way, almost half _(48.°/u)- of the literature is in -

five fields: Western Europe (total 157 studies), Communication and
National Development (total 149), Propaganda and Public Opinion
{total 142), Regulations and Laws (total 128), and International Com-

- municator (total 106), : o o S
The rapid increase inliterature concerning international communi-

- cations in the Tast two decades indicates that while the.carly period of
- growth has become apart of the past, the present researely is also afs
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."fected by historical events:? Indced, studies in specific cultural and

- geographical areas:have corresponded roughly to United States jn-
volvement in those arcas. This factor of involverent scems to have
influenced heavily what domestic studies have been undertaken and .
what foreign works translated.f ' -

- Tt is important to note that growth of the literature in a new fi¢ld
seems independent of the amount of previous literature. However, the
respectable growth rates of the Western European category and: the
intcrnational communicator category in the 1960’s, neither a new field,
and both rebounding from a relative decline in the 1950's, tend to
counteract such a theory, Also, studies of Africa were relatively new in
the 1950’s, but achicved a rate of increase only slightly (two and a kalf
points) above the norm. Although a new field may obtain a Ligh rate of
literature increase, sustained growth occurs only when factors outside

- the existing literature make the ficld attractive to rescarchers. Perhaps

the major generalization which can be made from this quantitative .
- analysis is that the pattern of growth of the literaturc in a category does
not depend on the number of works previously written in the field,
The total literature in each of these two decades slightly more than
- doubled, as the figures for the decades (55 percent for the 1950% and -
52 percent for the 1960’s) indicate. These two figures, taken the norm
- for each decade with a normative range of plus or minus five percent,
give a basis for comparative analysis, Area studies are all grouped close
~tothe normal range during both decades. The greatest deviations above
*the nprm in this category arc in the {ields of African and Middle Fis-
tern studies (since these have small base numbers, 38 and 30 respective- -
ly, this deviation must be regarded with caution). The Asian studics
show a slightly above-average growth in the 1960’s, indicating a more
- : : {Continued on . 88)

3. Richard L. Merritt, ed, Communication in International Politics (Urbana, Iili-
** nois: University of Illinois Press, 1972).. See Merrill’s chapter on ‘Transmissions of

- Values across National Boundaries', ‘

" 4. Representative of those in different ficlds whose work have dircet bearing on
both international and comparative communication systems are Davison, Schramm,
Pool, Schiller, Fischer, Merrill, Markham, Olson, Inkeles, Mowlana, and Nixon. Signi-

- ficant contribution has been made in the arca of communication and fereign policy.
by suel scholars as Kclman, Boulding, Cohen, Almend, Roscnau, Pool, Merriit,
Deutsch and White, Amorg the political scientists who stress communication as a key
futiction common to all politics are Almond and Colman, Pye, Apter, and Fagen,
Still, others have dealt with commurication and . the development process from the
stindpeint of @ wide varicty of discipline and perspeetives, among tliem: Schramm,
Lerer, Eiscustadt, Rogers, Frey, Katz, Lazarsfeld, Mead, and MeCicllund. And then,
thereare the studies that look at communication and development from the standpoint
of particular medin-and u single country. Among the literature of thiy area are the
works of Deutschmann, McNelly, Mowlana, Rao, 2nd Mosel. For bibliographieal
refurence see Handd Mowlaha, Ftesnetional Commyinicativns A - selectod  Bililio-
graphy (Debuque: Towa: Kendall/Eunt Publishiing Comphny, 1971y,
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Table 1. Trends in Publications of Works in- International Communication, 1950- [~ Ree LR B =
1970 S ' ' B < o = )
L Total number of publications Jor the years between: D Q= e | o
Subject . 1850-99 1900-19 20-29  80-39 ~40-49 50-59  60-69 S e e R i =~
“Specific Culture andlor Geografhical Arcas -
- S : o S D= oo '
Africa 0 0 0 1 2 5 30 P Tesa” R
" Asia : 0 1 3 5 5 21’ 51 e _ '
Communist Countries 0 0 0 10 5 24 81 2] a2
Latin America -0 0 5 i} 3 - 12 19 ‘ i
Middlc East -0 0 0 ] 0 5 25 .
Western Europe 1 0 4 14 20 81 87 = :
: : . : o0
Canada & Occania, : T = L--'n =T 8% !
United States ; ] 0 2 '3 15 20 36 g
: — — — — - & 8 Nuvwmeomo & I
Total 1 14 - 39 - 48 s . 279 b o N -
Theoretical Studies and Applications . .
- Theoretical Basis of _ S : & : = "' 0
Communication D 617 82 .20 WE o~ wm oG e | -
Communication and . : ‘ } oL ‘ S o — )
TForcign Policy B 0 2 - 5 4 24 45 '
Piblic Opinion and ; L . L co - -
Propaganda 0 0 2 30 30 39 41 Nw owowme  ises | ©
Crass-Culiaral ‘ ' s 4
- Communication - 0 0 .0 3 -9 - 18 37 <8 N & o o - '
. . . [~ . =
Communication and ' : ' . _ " : 2 ® =00 c o | X
National Development 0 - ¢ L S :33 12 Iy
N — o — ————a JS—— ——e R - Femay B
Totat o 1 1 11 48 - 53 146 255 : g o o
Communication Channels P
_ % omwoos oo |~
International News B _ o : T ™ o
Communication S0 0 5 9 . 7 28 32 ‘ RRGE
Laws and Reguiations - ¢ 1 4 5 4 4 . 68 N _
Communicalion and : - « L PO O |
Space Technology ™ 0 0 0 0 0 0 1L g::: & :
International s 2 R cocoo ~o |~
Conimunicator and o ' IS '
‘Torcign Correspondents 0 0 0 16 - 14 - 18 58 Cm
General Channels | 0 0 0 4 0 12 31 - :
— -~ — —— e — e -3 &
7 g tes ] 4]
Taotal 0 i 7 34 35 99 _ I‘J’J E B 4
prge i : ' 2 5 r
Bibliographies & o o g 3Q &;3
Source Reviews - © 0 0 4 7 .10 2y g we,, 8 >0
_ — o o _ g e e 548
Total : 2 3 32 125 143 373 749 Q 2 g SHes
o - SR . o B4 L ERe
: - S-SR TR s B I R
2 G = ?3 L I e B
D ESESo8gE 8
¥ s e B A R R g 2
- SRS BRI S NI e R

number of new works produced within the decade or time period.

£+ = total number of works available at the end of _cacﬁ decade (sﬁm total of all previous figures uﬁdér n)

s
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Table 5. Lilerature Increase in Each Field Compared to Overall Increase — 1950°s
and 1960's ' :

Pereentage of works Number of new works written in decade S
Cwritten in decade

- Total pumber available at end of decade t
- computed for 1959 and 1969 ' '

Percentage - . : ) ]
: . Whritten in decade Difference from norm
Category - ' 1950's - 1960’5 1950's © 1860's
Overall 55 52 norm= norm=

L5E05 T 52105

Communication Systems:
Geographical Areas '
Alrica 62:5 : 79 +.075 +.27

Asia T80 G0 +.05 +.08
Communist Countrics 62 44 _ +.07 .08
Latin America’ 46 . - 42 -.00 . — 10
Middle East _ — - 83 ' — +.34
- Western Europe, ete 44 55 =11 i + .03
United States 53 A . 49 . —.02. —.03
Communication Theory and Applications:
Theoretical Bascs . 50 24 - —.05 -25
Communication & i ) S :
Foreign Policy 69 56 B o U S .04
Propaganda & Public Opinién 89 29 —16 —93"
© Crods-Cultural Communication 78 : 62 . +.23 +‘.10'
Coemmunication & ; ' ; e
National Development 89 ] +.34 . 4+.923

Clannels of International Communication
_ General Communication

Systomns 75 66 +.20 +.14
Laws and Regulations 63 49 +.08 _ —.08"
International Communicator & B .

Forcign Correspondents 37.5 58 - —.174 _ +.06
Communication & - _ : ' : _ :

the Space Age - T e - —

International News

Conununication 60 41 - +.05 - 11
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than continuing interest in that arca. The growth in these three areas is
in some correspondence with the area of communication and national
development. T :

- On the other hand, studies of the communist countries have moved
fromabove the average range to below it in two decades, while studies -
of Western Europe have moved in the opposite direction, from below
to above the norm. Those of the United States and Latin America have
remained steady, the U.S. falling within the average and Latin Ameri-
cabelow the average consistently, -~ . '

. In the category of communication theory and applications, the two
tields of cross-cultural communication and nationa! development show
the most ‘drastic rate of growth. Literature in cross-cultural: com-
munications more than doubled in. the 1860°s; that in communication
and national development almost tripled. The ficlds of theoretical bases
of communication and propaganda and’ public opinion have declined
in their growth rate as much as national development category has
increased. Studies of foreign policy showed a brief increase in the
1950’s, and fell back within the average range in the 1960°s. Even in
those with declining rates of growth, it must be remembered that the
total number of studies in the fi¢ld did increase in absolute numbers.

The increased mitcrest in the systems approach is evident with re-
ference to the channels of international communication. The interna-
tioial communicator. category has benefited ‘while the international _
new category has suffered. The fluctuation in the growth rate on e~
gulations and laws was almost minima) relative to the overall litera-

ture growth, deviating only slightly fron: the normal range. - -

- As new ficlds enter comipetition for scholarly attention, scholarly
effort has become more diffuse. The diffusion of effort and consequent
tendency of literature growth in all categories.toward the normal range

- of growth can be seen in the percentages of the total literature which

advanced faster or more slowly than the norm. In 1959, 33 percent.
advanced faster, 27 percent was within the norm, and 36 percent was
in categories falling below the norm of growth. In 1969, 36 percent ad-
vanced faster, 29 percent miore slowly, but 81 percent was within the

- norm. About three percenit of the literature was not considered here in
- cither decade. It scems clear from the forcgoing analysis that growth

in each particular category is dictated more by interests outside the -
academic [icld and/or by the development of rescarch techniques with-
in the ficld and in academically-allied ficlds than by available litera-
ture in the field. : ) S
As for the carly growth of the literature, it was largcly a response to

at lenst three historical influcnces as pointed out by Bobrow:
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The first of these involved metathcories about human hehavier: the second, inter-
nationa! competition and conflict circumstances; the third, state changes in media

techrology. The content of research {luctvated as the influences fluctuated but it did

not overcome their inherent properties, The influences did not have a unifying intel-
lectnal structure; the metatheoriss provided no apparatus resembling deductive theo-

1y; the Inatoucal cvents did not present themselves to thc ana]y:,t in-terms w!nch'

suimounted umquc situations.¥

There are two major considerations in delineating the future prospects
in the fields of international communication: factors relating to the at-
tractivencss of the research arcas; and the education of students in the
ficld. The growth of the field of international communication in Ameri-
can Universitics has been documented in the recent collection of articles
and papers which-examine the state of education in international and
“comparative communication over a fifteen year period.® The study

finds a number of academic approaches to the study of inteérnational

communication, which, in an intéresting way, parallels the findings of

this paper on the growth of l:tc1 ature in the fxcld Thc, appmacl‘cs cited

arc:

1. The role and uses of communication in the new diplomacy, which
stresses communication as influence exerted by individuals, groups,

- and government on foreign policy decisions.

2. International political communication which tends to concentrate on
professional technigues of international pcrsuasmn cr on interper-
sonal and mass communication.

8. The behavioral approach which seeks to understand international

relations in terms of individual and group behavior theory.
4. Communication approach developed in the schools of journalism,

communication, and speech which emphasizes the arca of the study -

for ﬂ'lC professional writer, journahst and broadcaster.

. Since the categories of. educational approaches to the study of inter-

national communication parallel the development of the literature, it
would be well to return to the trends of the literature to'detérmine what

are the areas of need and what are thc lﬂdICdtOl‘S of interest m cach
catégory. -

There is 1o strict division on the glowth charts between thcorct:mf
and specific investigatory categories in so far as literature increase rate
is concerned. As noted mrhcx, the highest concentrations of literature
arc in the arca of national development, a fairly theoretical category,

"md in Western Europe and related areas, a fairly non: th(.m ctical cate-

. Davis Dobrow, *Transler of Meaning Across National Boundarics'. In Ric]mrd
Mc. rntt e, Compunicalion in fnternational Politics,
6. James Markhain, ed,, fnternitional Comntunication as a Field of Sty (lnw.x
City, Yowa: Publicatinns De prrhnent of {he Umw.ruiy of Towa,. l'm)}
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gory. Nonetheless, the highest sustained growth rates can be found in-
communications theory and its applications, indicating a trend toward.
consolidation of facts gathered over the last two decades into new and/
or more comprehensive theories in these categories.

Continued American involvement in Asia should stimulate furt‘lcx

_interest in the area. The growing international importance of China

should give a boost to Asian studics, If the Middle Eastern situation
contmuas to'be threatening and (cvcnts give no indication that it will
be otherwise), a continued wpsurge in dedlc Eastern studies is to be
expected. Latin American studics, on the other hand, may not show
any great growth, African studies will prob’tbly increase nu.atly be-
cause of a growing emphasis at many universities in that area, especial-

_Iy where Black or African studies departments are established.

The new f iclds of national development and cross-cultural commu-
nication also seem to be a product of the widening international in-
terests of the United States in the past two decades, Furthcr growth in -
these areas may continue to depend on outsidé factors. Much of the:
national development studies and the foreign policy studies will pro-
bably be evaluations of previous theories and applications and develop-

ment of new methods in these fast-changing categorics: It is likely that

growth in communication systems rescarch and its related fields of .
international communicator will parallel these developments. The new
field of spuce age communications and technology will undoubtedly

“begin to take hold as nations begin to utilize and recognize more fully.

thu opportunitics provided by communications satcllites. Finally, the
trends of the future, then, like those of the past could be discerned by
the application of an observed rule in tlils paper: United States inte-
rests and involvements in world events generate scholarly studtes as

much as methodological and rcscarch developments

Gazette: International Journal
for Mass Communlcatlon Studles
Vol XIX, #2, 1973.
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